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A Word from the Editor – Our Historic Legacy 
 
As editor of the DCCA Newsletter for the last 5 years, I have 
generally refrained from editorializing. However, today there is 
an issue I cannot ignore, which addresses the very reason I live 
in Dupont and why I call it home: historic preservation. 
 
Ask yourselves:  What Washington D.C. should we pass on to 
the future?  What is our Nation’s legacy in regards to the 
graceful & beautiful historic city that is the Nation’s Capitol? 
 
Our Dupont neighborhood is one of the most grand and 
unusual of D.C.’s neighborhoods.  We are fortunate to live in 
unique mansions and rowhouses built by eccentric Gold Rush 
entrepreneurs in the latter half of the 19

th
 century. 

 
Since the 1890s, Dupont citizens have effectively fought to 
maintain the history of our neighborhood, against high rises, 
highways and huge condo buildings.  Why do we seem to be 
unable to be effective now?  And more bizarre, why does the 
city want to rob the Nation of a historic legacy that is gone 
forever once it is destroyed?  Why is the Historic Preservation 
Review Board, the Board of Zoning Adjustment and the Zoning 
Commission rubber stamping the destruction? 
 
And why oh why does development “by right” exist at all in 
historic neighborhoods?  Why are development projects in 
historic neighborhoods not evaluated individually rather than 
under cover of the “by right” umbrella in which developers 
following zoning laws feel they can do whatever they want?   
 
The current issue:  St. Thomas Parish church at the corner of 
Church and 18

th
 Street.  Years ago most of the church was 

destroyed by fire leaving only the Church Street side intact and 
an interior part of the western façade standing, along with its 
large lovely garden.  Originally the Parish wanted to rebuild.  
Several years ago, the Parish tried to raise $6 million to build 
an appealing and innovative structure that combined both the 
old and the contemporary.  They were unable to find either 
neighborhood support or a benefactor with deep pockets – 
including the city, which can spend $10 million on the 
Connecticut Avenue overpass but doesn’t seem to be able to 
buy this land for a park. 
 
So the Parish decided to finance a new church by selling the 
land, including the garden, to a developer CAS Riegler, for a 
condo building that would incorporate the church structure. 
 
The result, which the neighbors have tried, thus far 
unsuccessfully, to fight is a huge ugly condo building, way 
oversized for the location, in the very heart of historic Dupont.  
Result #2 is the loss of a large piece of green-space – 
something the Zoning Commission avowed it wanted more of 
during the Zoning Rewrite.  After months of wrangling, the 
plans look almost exactly the same.  Although we sincerely 
hope this is not the case, given recent history, we have to 
expect that the city will allow some version of this monstrosity 
and that it will pave the way for many more.   
So to all you citizens who care about our beautiful city, please 
make your views known.  Thank You!  Ruth 
Councilmember Jack Evans  202-724-8058 jevans@dccouncil.us 
Historic Preservation Review Board  202-442-7600 
http://planning.dc.gov/page/historic-preservation-review-board 
Zoning Commission  202-442-7600  http://www.dcoz.dc.gov 
ANC2B   
www.dupontcircleanc.net/wordpress/about/commissioners/ 

 
To Comment:  Info@dupont-circle.org or 
Editor Ruth Horn ruthhornrealestate@gmail.com 

 

December Membership Meeting 
 

Olive Oil and Balsamic Tasting 
at The Mediterranean Way Market 

 

DCCA’s Newest Preferred Merchant  
 

December 1st  7:30 to 9:30pm 
1717 Connecticut Avenue NW 

 
The Mediterranean Way Gourmet Market store 
owners, husband and wife team, Niko and Oana 
joined us in Dupont over a year ago.  They have 
graciously offered their store for our membership 
meeting.  Our meeting will take place in their cozy 
upstairs gallery space, where we will sample 
foods prepared by Oana and learn about (and 
taste) their large variety of olive oils and vinegars 
from Niko. 
 
Niko and Oana have brought their passion for 
the Mediterranean way of living to their store. 
Their vision is to spread the Mediterranean way of 
eating, drinking and living to Dupont Circle and 
beyond by providing high quality, affordable 
products sourced from respected, independent 
and organic producers. By partnering with 
producers that they personally met, visited and 
dealt with while living abroad, they can now offer 
unique artisan products to their customers. 
 
Oana is also a certified nutritional consultant and 
can help customers by offering advice based on 
their personal needs and goals. 
 

Need Ideas for Christmas Presents? 
Gift Baskets Can be Ordered at the Meeting 

10% Discount to DCCA Members 
 

Become a Member Online @ dupont-circle.org 

 
RESIDENTIAL STREET SWEEPING 

ENDS FRI., OCT. 31 
LEAF COLLECTION SEASON 

BEGINS MON., NOV. 3 
 

 
 

 
As a DCCA member, you are an integral 

part of neighborhood history 
JOIN OR RENEW ONLINE AT DUPONT-CIRCLE.ORG 

 

.Show your Membership Card and Receive 
Discounts of 10%+  

at DCCA Preferred Merchants 

 
Teaism, The Mediterranean Way, G-Star Raw, Beadazzled, 

Caramel, Cocova Fine Chocolate, Trappro, FIT Personal 
Training, Quantum Pilates, Just That Simple, Keegan Theatre, 

Total Party! Washington Studio School, Carlyle Suites 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES 
DO YOU LIKE TO GARDEN? DUPONT OPPORTUNITIES 
DCCA’s Environment Committee cleans up, plants and 
waters many Dupont venues including tree boxes 
throughout Dupont. If gardening and other hard labor 
interests you’re your help would be welcome.   
Contact: Marcy Logan co-chair 202-316-5329 
Robin Diener co-chair robinsdiener@gmail.com 
 

COMMUNITY BREAKFAST TO BENEFIT CHARLIE’S PLACE 
Sunday, November 23, 10:00 AM 
St. Margaret's Episcopal Church 1830 Connecticut Ave NW 
 
Charlie's Place warmly invites all Dupont Circle neighbors to 
join the clients, staff and volunteers of Charlie's Place for 
the 2nd Annual Community Breakfast.  Join in fellowship to 
benefit the organization's clients and programs.  For 25 
years, Charlie's Place has served our homeless neighbors 
with nutritious meals, healthcare, clothing and job and 
housing support to empower our clients towards 
 independence and success.  For more info: Barbara Wille 
bwille@stmargaretsdc.org or www.charliesplacedc.org.  
 
Sponsors are needed for food as well as generous friends to 
help us underwrite programming in 2015.  Donations in any 
amount are gratefully appreciated.  As with all meals at 
Charlie's Place, all are welcome. 
 
MUSIC WITH THE ANGELS CONCERT SERIES PRESENTS 
Acclaimed Returning Artist Ji Yoon (Jiji) Park, Piano 
Sunday, November 23, 3:00 PM 
Church of the Holy City, 1611 16th St. NW 
(202) 462-6734 www.ChurchoftheHolyCityDC.org 
 

 J.S. Bach BWV 889 - Prelude & Fugue No. 20 in A minor 

 Chopin Etude Op. 10, No. 1 in C Major 

 Beethoven Piano Sonata No. 31 in A-flat major Op. 110 

 Chopin Ballade No. 4 in F minor, Op. 52 

 Kapustin 24 preludes Op. 53 No. 3 and 23 
Free admission – Suggested Donation to the Tower 
Restoration Fund $10 Performance followed by a reception. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Membership Meeting:  

December 7 
Who?  

       DC Chief of Police,  

             Cathy Lanier 
 
Join DCCA and contribute to our unique 

community! 
DCCA at work? A “comfort station” eyesore 

transformed into the quaint Dupont Circle 

Community Center. 

 
Join or renew online at 

www.dupont-circle.org 
$15 Seniors, $25 Individual,$40 Two-Person 

DCCA is a 501(c)3.  Renew before 12/31 

and receive a tax deduction for 2009! 

 

Dupont 

Real 

Estate 

Status # Avg List  

$1000s 

Avg 

Dom 

Single 

Family 

Active 16 $1,760 134 

$1mm+ Contract 5 $1,850 62 

 Sold 

(30days) 

1 $1,650 104 

Single 

Family 

Active  1 $899 196 

$1mm- Contract 1 $822 8 

 Sold 

(30days) 

0   

Condos-

Coops 

Active 27 $636 100 

2br+ Contract 16 $626 108 

 Sold 

(30days) 

12 $636 32 

Condos-

Coops 

Active 13 $357 29 

1br Contract 12 $337 21 

 Sold 

(30days) 

11 $371 15 

 
Are you involved in community efforts you’d like 

DCCA to know about?  Or do you have questions?  

Ask DCCA President Robin Diener.  

RobinDiener@verizon.net 

DUPONT CIRCLE CITIZENS ASSOCIATION     WWW.DUPONT-CIRCLE.ORG  

tel:%28202%29%20462-6734
http://www.dupont-circle.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=qpgRW%2bfEyaUypqwUC%2fg0zNH7%2f5NN4ShDvQNJxvF1AtAH732YUdS%2beipV31P2LoT3889KdW367KCDz2qiHUQekoO6A2Yv%2btNXbBgjtLrRv2s%3d

